
TIPS & TPJCKS

Des HlccenrY

fi t' i).'I,c. r,ttt ll,l:i'1'

[,stry lirst drafi, r+hether
tiort: the ptert oil begi:tr:er or
a yeusLtr:cd professiurrul, cor:

tairts r,reasel u'ords. \Y[rirt ure

tlrerl \{busel words ;:reak i:rtu'a
rnarruscript i:t the Srarr'ion uf gettilg
tlte rtory dortr:, but drxit belorrg !n
ir lirral druli berlurc t!re1' arc reprli
tir e, urtcleiu, Dr uilr:e(eslarr.

Setf-editing:
Pop Goes The Weasel

rhearls Inrt' arld rornetirr:es it actu
alln' :tuii:I* well, rtrfuallr,. .5a1' u l:iit

'Lru 
r:teiu] t() sltt

Aod ur But trr Or at thr begir:rririg
of a re:tlerrtl: L)<rrt'1 r:tisurrdemla:td.
Irt lirliu:t, ii is lcceptai:le tr: uie
se:rtr:rcc liirgrr:errts arrd to bcgi:r
selttrlces w:ttt r:rrrtjunctiort:r. Bu1 it
sluu.ld br tirr ert:lltasii. (Or tr: :u:ilc
a puri:tl ill a r-olur:lrr orr sriiir:g.il
Atd:rot due to sloppi:nss u! lazi
rrsss. So titk the (,h;c 5or-riiirt bux
irr rour search lleld and n red sut
ir:ttr:tcrs tl::rt drrll't lral'e good rea
rr)r: 1Lr beBi!: with 8:rf. r'rn<i. ur Or.

)ust: I-suallr wher: I\;c rvrittrr:,irrl
r.il:ut I reul!1 rt:eart ir onb, mcrdi,, ot
srmpg'. Sr-r I tirst deternrir:e il j need
tlre word irt u.ll, arrd therr I ,iust ...er,
I nteurr, t s:nrpl1'repl'lie i!. n itlt r-.r:e

of the:rbole.

STRUGGLING TOR CLARITY
.'\r:otlter tyix uf nrarel nord I lc'ok tr:r
is u verb or ;rltrarr I'vc dcgeluped a:t
undue ;rJferlion fur ir:rd useri too oliert.

\fheu resritilrg, tuu oblicruslv uurt't

drleie a verb. Sav tuu disc<iver vou're
uscd tirrt:s of tlre word itrrr6gir, 100

tirt:es in ruur no'i'e[.5o r,rarch tlre
nurd isearch 

*strrggl" 
si:rcc that wjll

6rrd rlrrrgglr,d, sirulSirlr', strrrgglei,

-.lrrrig'irr8., etc. ) thru slrategicalll
re1'[uce 25 ]0 prrrerrt rlith apprulrri

atc s.l':rL{rllns ltigirl, r.rest[', grapp[',

3rH.ip, Irou&les, liiuui. etc.).

Bu awire t'ou r:rir,i- hal'e used
u:rr ol tltrrrc sl nD!))rlls iI$

:tra:t1' tir:ter crr rnure Lhan tlre

<rrigi:ral rrlfrndirrg nord. so

belurr 1'rru :eplace, do a searcii.J

tuu:tt iur slrlool nts. trr<.r. lkepr i:1

ntir:d that trher: yc,u u:tc iut urlusuill
word Sropple, tbr jrtstirr:ce it rtill bu

llrore lletuorirble to rcirders tl:urt the
tLir:lt:lot! wtrrd ilnr8gle, so 1'uutll wa:tt
ter,er repetitiorts o!- unusual nords.

ihis weealng can ,be

o hme-consu ming process,
.but rveii y.'orl,h ft.

'liris wecdi:rg ril:r be a tjrl:e curn;ur:r
ir:g Procerr, bul. *ell *r'rth it rrhcn

)-ou set l:orv i1 clear:r ar:d stre'a:trh:tes

toirr r:tar:usr.ript.

DEBOHAH RANEY'E fi'5i irs,fll , 11 uilr il
I trr,''-'l;, rrr: -r ri uL: tI r.:'.i'urr lcl',i'i J,: ;'i : t.u r r!
fr rr o" tftr- :,r'ur'.r'-l':. ilr:r :;urks truvr-'

si'tiu ,liu'rr :lrt {l Ir1 l.crrrcl, ,'tlr vt; L.:rol
ri;r,urcl, I llJLl ir,1u

d.: I r-:r', \ill c.r'ul

Flr:rJurs i-lr;icu

I,.:r,rrc1,5i ','r:'
11n!li.rl..,'rd ltilu
:+r rr,r: L.uclt L't'i.ti
I,.ivatd rrn.-r i:t:,
i,,'lg'l.1,, Lirc

11r1..,';5'- [.1qrok 1.

lr!r l'urlor'ur ir I: NO',ti:, st'i!5, Iri c,J}r..::

rrr '.iuy ircrrr ll;'varrir!rrrrur' & 5riru:tr.:'

l-;r:u ilu rrr lrusburitl, I{rirl -.id!ru} rrrj.J!,

rtr di l tut,,'r' l t 
tr: 

r rr Korr:a s.' lr,:v l r.r,: ir-'u r

:-'r IJrurrrnr{ to..i'girluc[ i ur':r,.rll r:f
rrlt;nt l',r: ttrullt !.r":.--r 

til d\\'d'i.

c,L

{-

Iittilt aull:or ltur her ptel rrLlrds or
ph:aser. 'lhesc betu.r:re alnrost ir:ris
ible trecause thel are suclr a parl of
her rocabulary ever: her voice. Suulr
nord:r di*tract :€adcrs rrlrer: tl:e;' pop
up too oflcn.

Don't tvornt
'ilease! vl}tds

too much aboui
in the jrst draft.

Iti greirt to urrdersluad rour lisl tri
weirscl 'rordr. but tlrers donl hurt
arrythir:g irr the first drali arrd ure relir
tjrelt east ts eradirirle ir: rcr+rite.

SEARCI{ AND DESTROY
I keep a Jist <rf nr1' r,rca,rrl r+ords urrd
ptt phrlses beraurr I te:td to lrare
ditfererrt rreasel nic'rds l'ur eath r:ulel.
One oitl:e flirst pl:rscs rrf rr:1'rcwrile
pro.crii ir:c.ludes a thorough reirrclr lc'
erirdicate thsse i:ksonre rlegsels. Here
are l !ew of thr rn<rrt cr::llrnL)!):

Thati ltl rrrtt ttrirt the rrord fiat is
used lhat Dtielr, bu1 tlrat it is uscrl i:r
places 1.1:at it do($:r'1 rcallr rreed tt:
tre il at p6on1i;1et!!. 0oPs: Let"r tr1'
that irgair : 'Ilte rrt:rd tiol is rrfte:t

urulecessnrr or redurrdattt.'llrc i:rsL
*'ar to deridc if you rteed liirrl is tu
read ruur rcrltenr.e aloud without it.
Ifit stitl rvorkr, delete it.

R.eally; Usuallr'. rcrr/i1, t:eartr r,r'.,r,.

Lt dirlogue, if ,iour lharacte r would
use rcrr.ilf iruteud of the rxore tirrrt:al
rT,r1, tltun br all rtleans leale jt. But
in rtarati..'e, rrr lbr'.r :nurre supl:jsti
trted (harscter. i/r,rr,is pr(rbtbll thr
word t'Uu L\'atrt. SoiuEtiilter rratty

#i


