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Fiction Rules and When to Break Them 
 
 
 
Point of View (POV) 
 The Rule –  
 
 
 
 
 When to Break It –  
 
 
 
 
 
Author Intrusion 
 The Rule –  
 
 
 
 
 
 When to Break It –  
 
 
 
 
 
Show Vs. Tell 

The Rule –  
 
 
 
 
 
 When to Break It –  
 
 
 
 
 
Adverbs 
 The Rule –  
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(Adverbs cont.) 
 When to Break It –  
 
 
 
 
 
Info Dump 
 The Rule –  
 
 
 
 
 
 When to Break It –  
 
 
 
 
 
Backstory 
 The Rule –  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 When to Break It –  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Start with Action 
 The Rule –  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 When to Break It –  
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Description 
 The Rule –  
 
 
 
 
 
 When to Break It –  
 
 
 
 
 
Action Beats Vs. Dialogue Tags 
 The Rule –  
 
 
 
 
 
 When to Break It –  
 
 
 
 
 
Clichés 
 The Rule –  
 
 
 
 
 
 When to Break It –  
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter Hooks 
 The Rule –  
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

(Chapter hooks cont.) 
 When to Break It –  
 
 
 
 
 
Genre Conventions 
 The Rule –  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 When to Break It –  
 
 
 
 
 
Prologues 
 The Rule –  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 When to Break It –  
 


