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Write to Impact Lives Conference

Saturday, 10:30-12:00, 2:00-3:30
Karen Ball

Are Your Characters 

Out of Their Minds?

POINT OF VIEW

What is POV?

First Person

Benefits:

Limits:
Omniscient

Benefits:

Limits:
Third Person

Benefits:

Limits:

Common POV Misteps
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Dialogue That Sings

Purpose of Dialogue

* Break up _____________________.

* Advance ______________________.

* Develop ______________________.

* Present ______________________.

* Develop _____________________.
Speaker Attributions: Who Needs 'Em?

Beats: What Are They?

The Benefits of Beats

Other Things to Keep in Mind

Don't Let the -lys  Get You Down. 

Don’t use too much ________________________. 

Remember, dialogue is ________________, 

               not ________________.

The Key is ____________________.
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Show, Don't Tell
What does it mean?

Telling: the Evil Twin?

Actions Speak Louder than Words—or Should!

Author Intrusion: R.U.E.: Resist the Urge to Explain 
Keeping It Real

Don’t use _______________too often.
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Exercise #1
Point of View 

Write one of the following scenes from all three POV angles: 

· Someone sitting by a loved one’s bedside, waiting with that person as s/he prepares to meet his/her beloved Lord.

· Someone waiting for a letter bearing the answer to an important question

· Someone driving a car who just manages to avoid a collision with a semi 

Exercise #2
Show, Don’t Tell 

Choose two of the following and write a scene that shows each: 

Happiness

Joy

Anger

Fear

Danger 

Revenge

Comfort

Depression
Exercise #3
Dramatic tension/dialogue.

Choose a scene between two of the characters in your WIP. 

OR

Write one of the following scenes: 

· An argument between parent and teenage child

· An exchange between a killer and his intended victim

· Someone good-bye to a close friend who is moving so far away they won’t see each other again.
